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The third Singapore-China government-
led project will be based in Chongqing, 
Chinese President Xi Jinping said at a 
state banquet at the Istana yesterday.
“During my visit, the two sides will officially 
launch the third project based in Chongqing,” 
Mr Xi said in a Mandarin speech.

The Chinese leader, who arrived yesterday 
evening for a two-day state visit to Singapore, 
also said that the two existing government-to-
government projects — in Suzhou and Tianjin — 
are progressing well.

The other two cities in contention for the pro-
ject in western China were Chengdu and Xi’an.

The bilateral project will be on the theme of 
“modern connectivity and modern services”.

President Tony Tan Keng Yam said at the ban-
quet that what Singapore and China share is a 
unique bilateral relationship built on wide-rang-
ing cooperation that evolves with the times, ac-
cording to their changing developmental prior-
ities and capabilities.

When Singapore established diplomatic re-
lations with China in 1990, nobody could have 
predicted that the friendship and cooperation 
between the two countries would have grown 
so rapidly and in such a broad and deep man-
ner, Dr Tan added.

“This can be attributed to the historical and 
cultural linkages between our two peoples, in-
cluding our pioneer generation of leaders,” 
said Dr Tan, adding that a demonstration of po-
litical mutual trust is reflected by Mr Lee Kuan 
Yew’s visit to China in 1976 and Mr Deng Xi-
aoping’s visit to Singapore in 1978, even before 
both had established diplomatic relations.

“To this day, mutual respect and political 
trust between our two countries remain high, 
and high-level exchanges continue to be fre-
quent,” he said.

Dr Tan made the remarks as he and Mr Xi led 
a toast at the banquet held to mark 25 years of 
diplomatic relations.

Earlier, Mr Xi and his wife Peng Liyuan 
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WELCOME: China’s President Xi Jinping and his 
wife Peng Liyuan with President Tony Tan Keng 
Yam and Mrs Mary Tan at the Istana. 
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emerged from a private jet at Changi Airport 
and were welcomed by Finance Minister Heng 
Swee Keat. They then headed for an official wel-
come ceremony hosted by Dr Tan.

Mr Xi’s trip — his first to Singapore since be-
coming president in 2013 — is part of celebra-
tions this year by both sides to mark close bi-
lateral ties and cooperation since diplomatic 
relations were formalised on Oct 3, 1990. Dr 
Tan visited Beijing and Tianjin in July.

During Mr Xi’s visit here, the two sides are 
set to adopt a new strategic framework to help 
chart future ties and cooperation.

They will also sign several pacts, such as an 
exchange of letters for the official launch of ne-
gotiations to upgrade the China-Singapore Free 
Trade Agreement, which took effect in January 
2009.

SIA offers to buy up all Tigerair shares
Singapore Airlines (SIA) has 
made a $453 million takeover 
offer for budget carrier Tiger 
Airways, of which it now owns 
55.8 per cent.
The announcement yesterday was 
made shortly after both carriers 
asked for a trading halt.

SIA is offering S$0.41 in cash per 
share, 32.3 per cent higher than Ti-
gerair’s closing price of 31 cents on 
Thursday.

German airline Lufthansa 
said it was cancelling 
290 flights yesterday, 
grounding 37,500 
passengers, as cabin staff 
began a week of walkouts 
in a long-running battle 
over savings aimed at 
fending off competition 
from low-cost rivals.
The flight attendants’ union 
UFO had called a nine-hour 
strike starting at 9pm (Singa-
pore time), affecting flights to 
and from the airports of Frank-
furt and Dusseldorf in Germany.

Of the 290 cancelled flights, 
23 were inter-continental ser-
vices, Lufthansa said.

The group’s subsidiaries Ger-
manwings, Eurowings, Lufthan-
sa CityLine, Swiss, Austrian Air-
lines, Air Dolomiti and Brussels 
Airlines were not targeted by 
the industrial action.

Lufthansa said it regretted the 
union’s action and apologised to 
passengers, saying the short no-
tice of the strikes made it diffi-
cult to inform them in time and 
enable them to make alternative 
travel arrangements. — AFP
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TAkEn Off: Lufthansa flights were 
cancelled after its flight attendants’ 
union went on strike. PHoTo: AfP

One Audi and two Skoda 
diesel vehicles imported into 
Singapore have been found to 
be fitted with devices to evade 
government pollution controls, 
the national Environment 
Agency (nEA) said yesterday.
The three vehicles were imported di-
rectly and were not sold by local car 
distributors.

The devices are similar to those 
found earlier in 662 Volkswagen die-
sel vehicles.

Audi and Skoda are brands under 
the same German group.

NEA said it takes a serious view of 
any misrepresentation by automo-
bile manufacturers.
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London 
march turns 
violent
Activists set a police car alight 
and scuffled with riot police in 
London as thousands took part 
in the anti-capitalist Million 
Mask March on Thursday night.
Demonstrators threw fireworks and 
bottles at police, some of whom were 
knocked from their horses, while sev-
eral bleeding protesters were treated 
for injuries as the authorities tried to 
contain the march.  

Police said 50 people were ar-
rested for offences including crimi-
nal damage and police assault, and 
that some protesters were “intent on 
criminality”. 

The march featured people wear-
ing white masks intended to emulate 
Guy Fawkes, now associated with the 
international Anonymous network. 
— AFP.
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Tigerair shareholders also have an 
option to subscribe for SIA shares 
at $11.1043 each, a 0.4 per cent dis-
count to their closing price of S$11.15 
on Thursday.

The intention is to delist and priva-
tise the budget carrier, SIA said.

A full integration of Tigerair into 
the SIA group will enable enhanced 
commercial and operational syner-
gies, it said.

SIA’s chief executive Goh Choon 

Phong said: “Tigerair’s success is 
closely linked to it being part of the 
SIA group through our portfolio strat-
egy, in which we have investments in 
both the full-service and low-cost as-
pects of the business.”

While the budget carrier has done 
well in its restructuring to improve 
its financial position, “we believe 
that Tigerair’s development potential 
is limited without deeper integration 
with the SIA group...”

Timor Leste 
men jailed 
for match 
fixing

Two men from Timor leste were 
sentenced to jail yesterday for their 
roles in conspiring to fix a seA 
Games football match earlier this 
year.

orlando Marques Henriques 
Mendes, 49, manager of the Timor 
leste football team, was sentenced 
to 24 months’ jail.

Moises Natalino De Jesus, 
31, a former player in the Timor 
leste national team, was given 20 
months.

Together with co-conspirators 
Nasiruddin and rajendran r. 
Kurusamy, they intended to engage 
at least seven young players to 
ensure that Timor leste lost a 

match against Malaysia.
orlando had received $1,000 

from rajendran and agreed to take 
$15,000.

Moises was a part of the criminal 
conspiracy.

orlando was also ordered 
by the court to pay a penalty of 
$1,000.
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